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BOLOT BAIRISHEV  is a traditional shamanic 

singer from Altay Republic, Siberia.  He has 

produced three CDs and performs around the 

world at festivals, concerts, and other venues.  

 

 
 
 

MARTA BENAVIDES is a Salvadoran activist, 

theologian, and educator, who was a former 

assistant to Archbishop Oscar Romero.  The  Founder of Ecohouse and the International 

Institute for Cooperation Amongst Peoples (IICP), she works on environmental issues at 

the regional and global levels with the U.N. and other concerned groups.  Marta is the 

recipient of the 2003 U.N.'s Prize for Women's Creativity in Rural Life and one of the 1000 

Women for the Nobel Peace Prize (2005). 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

”Respect is like a mirror.  When you look with hate, that is what you reflect 

back.  When you look with love,  that is what you get back.”   Sheikh Abdul Aziz Bukhari  

 

SHEIKH ABDUL AZIZ BUKHARI is the head of the Naqshabandi Sufi order in Jerusalem and 

the Muslim Co-Founder of Jerusalem Peacemakers with Jewish Co-Founder Eliyahu 

 

 

 



McLean.  Sheikh Bukhari is a leading Muslim voice for peace and reconciliation in 

Jerusalem.  His family came to the Holy City from Bukhara 400 years ago, and their home 

has been a center for visiting Muslim pilgrims and visitors of all faiths since then.  He also 

hosts the Uzbek Cultural Centre of the Holy Land in his home. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

SISTER JOAN CHITTISTER  is a member of the Catholic 

Benedictine Sisters of Erie, Pennsylvania, where she once 

served as prioress.  Sister Joan writes a weekly web 

column for the National Catholic Reporter, "From Where I 

Stand," and has written many   inspirational books.  She is 

the executive director of Benetvision, a resource and 

research center for contemporary spirituality based upon 

a feminist and global perspective, and an activist for 

womenôs and childrenôs rights.  She was named as one of 

the five Top Spiritual Leaders of 2009. 

           “I am more hopeful than I have ever been in my life.  The old 

way isn’t working—it never worked.  It excluded entire populations 

and peoples—and one half of all the people of earth.”  Sister Joan 

Chittister 

_________________________________________________ 

 

  

DR. ÖZKUL ÇOBANOĶLU  is a Professor of Turkish and Comparative Folklore at 

Hacettepe University in Ankara, Turkey.  He is one of Turkeyôs leading folklorists, 

specializing in Turkish folk culture and cultural, literary, and religious trends in the 

broader Turkic world. In addition to universities in the United States, he has taught as a 

guest lecturer at universities in Northern Cyprus, Poland, Kosovo, Ukraine, Mongolia, 

Hungary, and Estonia. He has published widely on folklore topics and traveled to the Altay 

Republic (Siberia), where he conducted research on shamanism. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

CATH CONNELLY  is a composer, performer, and teacher of the art of the Celtic harp with 

an extensive repertoire from Ireland, Scotland and Wales. With a Master of Arts 

(Spirituality) through the Melbourne College of Divinity, Cath leads workshops and 

seminars on spirituality.  She has made four popular CDôs. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI LAMA  is the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet.  He is both the temporal and 

the spiritual leader of the Tibetan people. He frequently states that his life is guided by three major 

commitments: the promotion of basic human values or secular ethics in the interest of human 

happiness; the fostering of inter-religious harmony; and the welfare of the Tibetan people, focusing 



on the survival of their identity, culture and religion.  Heaven on Earth Creations filmed His 

Holiness at the Parliament of the Worldôs Religions in Melbourne, Australia (December, 2009), 

where he spoke about ñcompassion in action,ò then at a humanitarian relief effort by members of 

the Jain religion in Palitana, India (January 2010), where he was on hand to give his blessing.                                                                      

”Compassion is the new radicalism.”  His Holiness the Dalai Lama  

______________________________________________________________________________              

DR. SAYAT IBRAYEV  is the Head of the Department of Theoretical and Applied 

Mechanics at the Kazakh National Technical University in Kazakhstan.  He is an Almaty 

City Councilman there.  He attended the Mystic Music Festival in Konya, Turkey (2009) 

with the singing group from Kazakhstan, the Yasawi Ensemble.      

____________________________________________________________________________ 

DR. AZZA KARAM  serves the Cultural Mandate at United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA) in New York.  Before that, she was the Senior Policy Research Advisor at the 

United Nations Development Program in the Regional Bureau for Arab States and the 

Special Advisor on Middle East and Islamic Affairs at the World Conference of Religions 

for Peace International.  Her work in multi-religious collaboration, international gender 

issues, democratization, human rights, conflict resolution, and political Islam has been in 

the Middle East (Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Yemen), Europe (The 

Netherlands, Sweden and Northern Ireland), and Central Asia (Uzbekistan). 

“You can be without hope, perhaps, but then what do you have?” Dr. Azza Karam  

       



       ”Come, come, whoever you are.     

Ours is not a caravan of despair. . “.  (from a poem by Jalaluddin Rumi) Ambassador Masood Khalili 

AMBASSADOR MASOOD KHALILI is currently Afghanistanôs envoy to Turkey.  For many 
years, he served as the ambassador to India for the Afghan Government.  Khalili was 

seriously injured in the attack that claimed Ahmad Shah Masoodôs life and had to spend 

months undergoing multiple reconstructive surgeries to recover.  Khalili is the son of the 

foremost 20
th

 century Afghan poet, Khalilullah Khalili.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

έOur new bottom line is based on caring, kindness, and generosity.”  Rabbi Michael Lerner 

RABBI MICHAEL LERNER  is a political activist, the editor of  Tikkun, a progressive Jewish 

and interfaith magazine based in Berkeley, California, and the rabbi of Beyt Tikkun 

Synagogue of San Francisco.  He has a Ph.D. in philosophy and a Ph.D. in social/clinical 

psychology and was a protégé of the great Jewish theologian Abraham Joshua Herschel.  

Rabbi Lerner is the founder of the Network of Spiritual Progressives, an international 

political and social justice movement, and serves as a co-director.  Among his best-selling 

books are The Left Hand of God and Jewish Renewal.  He was called one of the most 

significant rabbis in America by Newsweek (2008, 2009) and awarded the King/Gandhi 

Award from Morehouse College. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



RT. REV. YOSHINOBU MIYAKE  is the Superior General of the Konko Church of Izuo in 

Osaka, Japan, and is Director of the International Society of Shinto.  He was born into a 

well-known Miyake family of Shinto priests and studied at Doshisha University in Kyoto 

and Harvard University, receiving a Ph. D. in the School of Theology.  Having been active 

worldwide in the field of interfaith dialogue for the past thirty years, he established Relnet 

Corporation in 1997 (a website of religious information) and serves as General Secretary of 

the G8 Religious Leaders Summit.  

  

”In our tradition everything is considered 

sacred.”  Rt. Rev. Yoshinobu Miyake 

__________________________________________________________________  

  

”The greatest evidence of Empire are the 800 military bases girding the 

globe. “    Dr. Chandra Muzaffar 

DR. CHANDRA MUZAFFAR  is President of the International Movement for a Just World 

(JUST), an international NGO based in Malaysia, which seeks to critique global injustice 

and develop an alternative vision of a just and compassionate civilization guided by 

universal spiritual and moral values.  Dr. Muzaffar is the Noordin Sopiee Professor of 

Global Studies at the Science University of Malaysia (USM) in Penang.  The author and 

editor of more than 20 books in English and Malay, he has published extensively on 

civilizational dialogue, international politics, religion, human rights and Malaysian society.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 



NAMÂD ENSEMBLE  connects contemporary audiences to classical Persian music. It was 

formed by five musicians, who create original compositions based on both the 

contemporary and classical poetry of Iran, including Mawlana Jalaluddin Rumi. Their 

passionate and haunting melodies are performed by Kourosh Taghavi on the Setar, Saeed 

Kamjoo on the Kamanche and Queychak,  Mahrdad Arabi and Afshin Mehrass on 

percussion instruments, accompanied by the beautiful voice of Khosro Ansari.  Namâd 

Ensemble has toured extensively throughout the U.S. and Canada, performing its original 

compositions. They have released two CDs.   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

GANZIBRA (ARCHBISHOP) DR. BRIKHA NASORAIA  is an Iraqi-born high priest of the 

Mandean religion, now living in Sydney, Australia.  He is the President of the Mandean 

Spiritual Council of Australia and President of the International Mandaean Nasoraean 

Supreme Council.  He earned his Ph.D.  from the University of Sydney for research into a 

previously unpublished Mandaean illustrated manuscript.  

____________________________________________________________________________  

STEPHEN AFFEAR OCHALLA  was trained at Fontys Dance Academy in Holland and 

choreographs and performs traditional and contemporary African dance with Sudanese, 

African, and contemporary moves.  Ochalla established the ORUPAAP Institute of African  

 
  “The world is filled with sickness, and it is a spiritual sickness.”  Stephen Affear Ochalla 

and Contemporary Dance in 1987 in Omdurman, Sudan  (ORUPAAP = Son of Nature). 

Now based in Khartoum, he and his dance troupe perform their unique art form at 

international festivals, universities, and his dance troupe perform his unique creations at 

international venues such as festivals and concerts.  They lead theatrical, dance, and music 

workshops in Europe and have participated in human rights activities (Violence Against 

Women, Artists for Human Rights). ____________________________________________  

 



  
      “The followers of the mysticism of Rumi are a worldwide phenomenon.”  

ÜZEYIR ÖZYURT is a Sufi of the Mevlevi Order, which Rumi founded, and the Director of 

the Dervish Brothers Center in Konya, Turkey, where Rumi lived most of his life.  He and 

his wife run an international network of education and inspiration from their home across 

from Rumiôs shrine, and Üzeyir lectures on Rumi around the world.  Üzeyir was a favorite 

commentator in Heaven on Earth Creationsô most recent PBS documentary, ñRumi 

Returning: The Triumph of Divine Passion.ò     

____________________________________________________________________________ 

  “Love is the basis and foundation of our very existence.  In our way of thinking, 

everything and everyone are considered members of our family.”  Uncle Bob Randall 

UNCLE BOB RANDALL is a Yankunytjatjara Elder and Traditional Owner of Uluru 

(Ayers Rock) in Australia.  He is one of the Stolen Generation of the Aboriginal people, 

taken from his family at the age of seven and only released when he was an adult. 

Throughout his life, Bob has worked as a teacher and leader for Aboriginal land rights, 

education, community development, and cultural awareness.  In the early ó70s, Bob's song 

"Brown Skin Baby (They Took Me Away)" became an anthem for the Aboriginal people.   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

GARY SIMMONS  is an ordained Unity minister and former Director of Peacemaking 

Services for the Association of Unity Churches International, where he promoted the 

implementation of peacemaking and integral leadership programs for Unity, Religious 

Science, and New Thought communities world-wide.   He is the author of the Unity best-



seller, The I of the Storm: Embracing Conflict, Creating Peace.  Gary has a BA degree in 

Transpersonal Psychology and holds a fourth degree black belt in the martial art of tae 

kwon-do. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

DR. JOSEPH H. SUINA is a Professor Emeritus in the College of Education at the 

University of New Mexico and has numerous publications on culture and education.  He 

directed the Institute for American Indian Education at UNM for tribes throughout the 

southwest.  He is a former governor and current tribal council member (Cochiti Pueblo), 

who advocates for Native American tribes in the areas of health, museums, language 

retention, sacred sites, economic development, and housing. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“New Thought offers the world the knowledge and surety that each of us is divine.”  Rev. James Trapp 

 

REV. JAMES TRAPP  is an ordained Unity minister and President and CEO of the 

Association of Unity Churches (with an estimated membership of 2 million worldwide).  

Rev. Trapp believes that Unity principles, such as honoring the divinity of all people, are 

relevant to pressing societal issues.  He holds a bachelor's degree in economics with a 

certificate of concentration in African-American studies from Princeton University, a law 

degree from the University of Florida, and an Honorary Doctorate in Sacred Theology 

from the Florida Theological Seminary. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

DR. MARY EVELYN TUCKER  is a Senior Lecturer in Religion and the Environment at Yale 

University, holding joint appointments as a Research Scholar in the Divinity School, the 

School of Forestry & Environmental Studies, and the Department of Religious Studies.  

She is Co-founder of the Forum on Religion and Ecology (FORE) and co-coordinated a ten-

conference series on World Religions and Ecology at Harvardôs Center for the Study of 



World Religions.  Tucker has been a committee member of the Interfaith Partnership for 

the Environment at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) since 1986 and is 

Vice-President of the American Teilhard Association.  She is author of numerous books on 

religion and ecology (such as Worldly Wonder:  Religions Enter Their Ecological Phase). 

# # # 
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                                Cynthia Lukas on location in the rose garden at Rumiôs shrine, Konya, Turkey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                              

                                                 Kell Kearns on location at the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem 

 


